The relationship between circulating fibrinogen and lipoprotein (a) levels in patients with primary dyslipidemia.
The correlation between 2 predictors of vascular events, plasma fibrinogen and serum lipoprotein (a), was evaluated in patients referred to a specialist clinic because of primary hyperlipidemia. A significant correlation existed between fibrinogen and lipoprotein (a) in nonsmokers but not in smokers. Plasma fibrinogen concentration correlated positively and significantly with serum lipoprotein (a) levels in men nonsmokers without cardiovascular disease and in women nonsmokers with cardiovascular disease. Nonsmoker women without cardiovascular disease had significantly higher plasma fibrinogen (3.63 g/L versus 3.07 g/L, P < .0001) than the corresponding men. Nonsmoker women with and without cardiovascular disease had significantly higher lipoprotein (a) levels than the corresponding groups of men (0.36 versus 0.18 g/L; P = .0015 and 0.40 versus 0.26 g/L; P = .008), respectively. The relationship between fibrinogen and lipoprotein (a) levels alters markedly depending on the population selected. This relationship is influenced by gender, the presence of cardiovascular disease and smoking status.